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OUR MANDATE

Our approach to illustrated children’s books follows
the finest publishing tradition and spirit with
inspired content, extraordinary artwork, outstanding
graphic design form, and quality production.

We introduce contemporary books with a modern
appeal and fresh outlook, and offer a careful selection
of timeless stories that link the past with the present.

Front cover illustration © Chelsea O’Byrne, from Marisa and the Mountains
Back cover illustration © Adam Oehlers, from The Errand: The Queen

‘We gratefully acknowledge for their financial support of our publishing program
the Canada Council for the Arts, the BC Arts Council, and the Government of Canada.

% Canada Council Conseil des arts C dl“'l A R%I'lg S(I:{O%%]E:LIIIIYI BIA
>} for the Arts du Canada a I I a a An agency of the Province of British Columbia



The
ERRAND THIS GRAPHIC NOVEL SERIES WEAVES THE DARK, FANTASTICAL,
FABLE-LIKE STORY OF AN ERRAND BOY WORKING IN A MAGICAL
WORLD, TOLD WITH HAUNTINGLY BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS.

by Leo LaFleur &
Adam Oehlers

AGEs 8 TO 12

76 PAGES The Errand
SERIES NOW
7.57x10.5”
AVAILABLE IN
TRADE CLOTH EBOOK FORMAT
ISBN: 9781772290509 The Queen

RIGHTS: WORLD

$17.95 US | $21.95 CaN

LEo LAFLEUR writes short
stories, poems, novels,
and songs. He studied
English, Philosophy, and
Great Books at St. Thomas
University and has been
published in literary

magazines throughout

Leo LaFleur & Adam Oehlers

North America, as well as

nominated for multiple
music-related awards.

He lives in Saint John,

New Brunswick, where THE ERRAND .
he finds a great deal of THE QUEEN

inspiration in nature and

the surrounding forests. Written by Leo LaFleur © Illustrated by Adam Oehlers
In the third volume in The Errand graphic novel

series, Leo La Fleur and Adam Oehlers use poetic
language and hauntingly beautiful illustrations to spin
a darkly fantastical tale in which the reader follows a

simple errand boy on a courage-testing adventure of

ALSO AVAILABLE IN ]| HE ERRAND GRAPHIC NOVEL SERIES

THE ERRAND

You can’'t remember how
you became the errand
boy of a suspected witch.
You can only remember
being desperate...To reach
the witch’s hut one must
beware of all those creatures
of the Whispering Woods.
Move faster, pick up speed.
ISBN: 9781927018156

THE ERRAND: THE
WARLOCK ON THE HILL

D o you dare to enter

the magical mansion
of the Warlock on the Hill?
Through the darkness
appears a mansion shrouded
in magic and mystery. All

of your instincts tell you to
run, but you know you must
enter and fulfill your duty...
ISBN: 9781927018231

i ) i ApAM OEHLERS is an award-winning illustrator currently
great magic and ever deepening peril. working out of Norwich, England. He has exhibited
worldwide and has worked as Concept artist, Character
Designer and Writer for Animations and Computer
games. Adam has a great love of old stories and fairy tales

and aims to tell a story through every illustration.
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NEW TITLE RECENTLY PUBLISHED

SImpl BOLD, BRIGHT AND ADORABLE, THE SIMPLY SMALL BOOKS ARE IDEAL ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE SIMPLY SMALL PICTURE BOOK SERIES
smal FOR LITTLE ONES WITH GROWING MINDS. MEET ALL THESE CUTE BABY
@JPaola Opal ANIMALS THAT FIND CLEVER WAYS TO SOLVE THEIR NOT-SO-SMALL
PROBLEMS.

AGES 0 TO 3

24 PAGES

4”x 7.25”
BOARD BOOK
RIGHTS: WORLD

$6.95 US | $8.95 CaN

EMMA ROKKO Pippry Z1PPY BITSY

PRAISE FOR 9781772290479 9781772290455 9781772290486 9781772290394 9781772290493
the Simply Small Series
~ Multiple titles chosen

as Canadian Toy Testing

Council Recommended

Reads
~ Multiple titles chosen as a

Canadian Children’s Book

Centre (CCBC) Best

Books Picks and Top 10

Great Books for Children Dorry PERRY OLLIE TorTY SAFFY

9781772290424 9781772290356 9781772290349 9781772290462 9781772290332
~ Multiple books chosen
TECKA SPOOKIE
as Best Books for Kids &
) ) , 9781772290363 9781772290370

Teens, Canadian Children’s paora Opar (her pen name) is a Dutch-born Canadian

Book News New Format illustrator and co-author of the Simply Small board book series.
~ Rokko chosen as one of Bold, bright and adorable, the Simply Small books are BETTER SUITED Paola has a diploma in visual design and works as a graphic

FOR TINY . . N . .

the Top 12 Summer Reads ideal for little ones with growing minds. Meet all these HANDS AT A designer in Vancouver, BC. She is also a recipient of the

for Kids Under 6 by cute baby animals that ﬁnd clever ways to solve their not- COMERIBRICE Alcuin Society Award for Excellence in Book Design for One

Urban Mommies so-small problems. Now with two new additions: lovable Little Bug (under the name Paola van Turennout).

Spookie, the baby bat, and curious Tecka, the baby octopus.

“Just perfect for the youngest

readers.”
— ABG Best Books for Children These stories are created specifically with babies and

toddlers in mind. “As I write, I try to imagine life from the
perspective of a young child. I also visualize myself reading
the story out loud to a child,” says Opal.

6 www.simplyreadbooks.com www.simplyreadbooks.com i



NEW TITLE

AGEs 4 TO 8

44 PAGES

10”x 8”

TRADE CLOTH

ISBN: 9781927018910
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

GEORGE M. JOHNSON 18

from Ontario, and moved
to Kamloops, BC, in

1991, where everything
seemed tilty at first. He

still lives there, happily
surrounded by mountains,
and teaches at Thompson
Rivers University. He is an
award-winning writer of
literary criticism, plays, and
screenplays, and believes in
the power of literature to

create empathy.

CHELSEA O’BYRNE is an
illustrator living and
working in Vancouver,

BC. She loves to spend
rainy days drawing indoors
and sunny days playing
outside. Just like Marisa,
Chelsea’s family comes from
Saskatchewan and she has
made the journey from the
mountains to the prairies

many times to visit them.

PICTURE BOOKS (e

“\\SA Lt

L Lyf ort L?’

MARISA AND
THE MOUNTAINS
Written by George M. Johnson © Illustrated by Chelsea O’Byrne

The mountains get smaller, smaller, smaller,
and then they disappear.

Yes, Marisa is glad to leave those mountains.

arisa lives in the mountains—and she does not

like them. Although they are fun to bike or
toboggan down, they are such a pain to climb back up.
They cast long shadows, and swallow the sun in the
evening before playing time is done. So, when it’s time
to visit her cousin in the flat prairies, Marisa can’t
wait. She won’t miss the mountains—not even a little.

But is she sure...?

www.simplyreadbooks.com

<) PICTURE BOOKS

The SALIP
of forlune

THE SHIP OF FORTUNE
Written by Olivier de Solminihac © Illustrated by Stéphane Poulin

It’s a beautiful summer day.
Michao is driving us to the beach. We can’t wait!

Who will see the sea first?

Q book that will make us reminisce about summers

ast and dream all winter of a great summer in
2021. When Michao and his friends arrive at the beach

for a day trip, they open the car trunk to find...nothing.

Michao forgot to pack their swimsuits and all the beach
toys! But there’s still a way to have fun: using their

imagination to build a ship and sail it far, far away.

NEW TITLE

AGES 5 AND UP

24 PAGES

9.257x 12.25”

TRADE CLOTH

ISBN: 9781772290400

RIGHTS: ENGLISH NA

$17.95 US | $21.95 CAN

OLIVIER DE SOLMINIHAC was
born in Lille and lives in
Dunkirk, France. To write
his children’s books he
prefers to take the road
to far away places where
everything is strange and
surprising. In another
life he might prefer to be
an anthropologist. He’s
the author of more than a
dozen children’s books as
well as novels and poetry

for grown ups.

STEPHANE POULIN is a
Canadian children’s book
author and illustrator. In
1984, as he was completing
his studies in graphic

arts at College Ahuntsic,
he won first prize for
children’s illustration in the
Communication-Jeunesse
contest. Stéphane still
resides in Montreal, where
he divides his time between
illustrating and pillow

fighting with his family.



AGEs 4 TO 8

40 PAGES

97x 9”

TRADE CLOTH

ISBN: 9781772290288
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CAN

JOELLE GEBHARDT is a
Canadian illustrator living
in Berlin, Germany.

She holds a Bachelor of
Fine Arts with a focus in
illustration from Emily
Carr University and is a
member of the Society

of Children’s Book

Writers and Illustrators.
Her illustrations are
colourful and playful,
combining various fabrics,
embroidery, drawing and
buttons. Mr. Buttonman and
the Great Escape is Joelle’s first
children’s picture book, for
which she received a Merit
Award in 3x3 Magazine
Annual [llustrators Show.

I0

GLUE HERE

MR. BUTTONMAN AND
THE GREAT ESCAPE
Written & Illustrated by Joelle Gebhardt

simple walk in the park becomes a grand

dventure for Mr. Buttonman in this wordless
picture book featuring the embroidered illustrations
of Joelle Gebhardt. Gebhardt uses bright fabrics and
buttons to tell the lighthearted story of a day in the
life of Mr. Buttonman, who is picked up during his
morning walk by a woman who wants to add him to
her button collection, in a jar on her craft table. Will

he be able to escape?

www.simplyreadbooks.com

SarA O’LEARY

with illustrations by

JULIE MORSTAD

WHERE YOU CAME FrROM

Written by Sara O’Leary © Illustrated by Julie Morstad

he second book in the critically acclaimed,

award-winning series from powerhouse talents
Julie Morstad and Sara O’Leary is now available in
paperback! This time, curious little Henry has a new
question for his parents: “Where did I come from?”
His parents, trying to remember, come up with many

hilarious, imaginative and whimsical answers.

The hardcover edition of Where You Came From was the
third prize winner at the 2008 Alcuin Awards for
Excellence in Book Design, an AIGA professional
association for design 50 books / 50 covers selection,
and a finalist for the ForeWord Magazine 2008 Book of
the Year Award (Children’s Picture Book Category).

AGES 4 TO 8

40 PAGES

77x10”

PAPERBACK

ISBN: 9781772290165
RIGHTS: WORLD

$8.99 US | $11.99 CAN

SARA O’LEARY is an author,
playwright, and literary
journalist. She is the author
of the award-winning
Henry Books, as well as
several other picture books
including This is Sadie and

You Are One. She teaches
Writing for Children and
Screenwriting at Concordia

University in Montreal.

THE HENRY BOOKS

By Sara O’Leary & Julie Morstad

WHEN I WAS SMALL
TRADE CLOTH

ISBN 9781897476383
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

WHERE YOU CAME FROM
TRADE CLOTH

ISBN 9781894965460
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

WHEN YOU WERE SMALL
TRADE CLOTH

ISBN 9781894965361
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

Visit page 13 & 14 to find out more
about Julie Morstad and her books.

www.simplyreadbooks.com 11



NEW SPECIAL EDITION

AGES 3 TO 7

32 PAGES

12.25” x 6.25”
TRADE CLOTH

ISBN 9781927018897
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

PRAISE FOR
One Winter Night

“Exquisite...on page
after stunning page of
poetry and accompanying
illustrations, the mice
encounter other denizens
of the winter night.”

— Globe & Mail

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM

Jennifer Lloyd:

KINDERGARTEN
Illustrated by Qin Leng

TRADE CLOTH

THE BEST THING ABOUT

ISBN 9781897476826

RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

TAFFY TIME
Illustrated by Jacqui Lee

TRADE CLOTH

RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

ELrLA’S UMBRELLAS
NOW IN PAPER!

Visit page 16 for details

LOOKING FOR LOONS
NOW IN PAPER!

Visit page 16 for details

12

ISBN 9781927018620

SPECIAL EDITION:
ONE WINTER NIGHT
Written by Jennifer Lloyd © Illustrated by Lynn Ray

Now available in a new large-format special
edition! One winter night, out of their nest, ten
little grey mice climb onto the ice. One by one, they
run back to the house, each scared off by a new animal
that comes by—until the last one finds itself far down
the ice and has to hurry back, past each of the ten
animals. Hurry, hurry! Scurry scurry!

The original edition of One Winter Night (Simply Read
Books, 200%7) earned an Honorable Mention at the
Alcuin Society Awards for Excellence in Book Design.

JENNIFER Lroyp is the author of several children’s
picture books and the Murilla Gorilla series of early
readers. When she is not at her writing desk, she works
as a kindergarten teacher in Blainville, Québec. You
can find out more about Jennifer’s books at www.

jenniferlloyd .ca.

LYNN RAY is an artist living in North Vancouver, BC.
In 2001, she received formal training at the Lorenzo de
Medici Art Institute in Florence, Italy. 3 years later she
was accepted into the IDEA design program at Capilano
University and ultimately pursued her painting career

through self directed study and experimentation.

www.simplyreadbooks.

TopaAy
Written & Illustrated by Julie Morstad

ultiple award-winning author/illustrator Julie
Morstad brings us an exquisite, modern take
on classic ‘everything’ books like Oh, What a Busy Day
by Gyo Fujikawa and Richard Scarry’s Best Storybook Ever.
In Today, the simplest moment has the potential to
become extraordinary, from getting dressed, to having
breakfast, to choosing ways to go. Every day is full of
endless possibilities—especially TODAY!

JuLie MorsTaD is known for her surreal, whimsical
work. Her books have garnered many accolades,
including the Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian
Picture Book Award, Marilyn Baillie Picture Book
Award, Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature
Prize at the BC Book Prizes, and first prize at the
Alcuin Society Awards for Excellence in Book Design;
they have been shortlisted for many more, including
the Governor General’s Literary Award for Children’s

Illustration. She lives in Vancouver, BC.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

SELECTED BACKLIST

AGESs 4 TO 8

40 PAGES

97 x 11”7

TRADE CLOTH

ISBN: 9781927018682
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

PRAISE FOR

Today

~ 2016 Alcuin Awards for
Excellence in Book Design

winner! (children’s, tie)

~ 2017 BC Book Prizes’ Christie
Harris Illustrated Literature

Prize finalist!

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM

JULIE MORSTAD:

How To

Written by Julie Morstad
TRADE CLOTH

ISBN 9781897476574
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

SINGING AWAY THE DARK
Written by Caroline Woodward
TRADE CLOTH

ISBN 9781772290196

RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CAN

THE SWING

Written by Robert Louis Stevenson
BOARD BOOK

ISBN 9781897476482
RiGHTS: WORLD

$8.95 US | $11.95 CaN

Visit pages 11 & 14 to learn about the Henry Books
series, illustrated by Julie Morstad.

13



NEW SPECIAL EDITION

AGES 4 TO 8

44 PAGES

97x10.75”

TRADE CLOTH

ISBN: 9781772290196
RIGHTS: WORLD

$16.95 US | $21.95 CaN

CAROLINE WOODWARD

grew up on a Cecil Lake
homestead in B.C.’s Peace
River region, where all the
children are brave and
tough and where she really
did walk a mile to her
school bus stop, uphill
both ways. She lives

on the Lennard Island
Lightstation at the
entrance to Clayoquot
Sound, near Tofino,
Canada. Find out

more about Caroline

and her books at www.

carolinewoodward.ca.

JULIE MORSTAD is a multi-
award-winning author
and illustrator who makes
drawings for books and
many other things.

She lives in Vancouver,
Canada, with her husband
and three kids, who all like
to draw every day, too.

Visit pages 11 & 13 to find out more
about Julie Morstad's other books.

14

SINGING AWAY THE DARK
Written by Caroline Woodward © Illustrated by Julie Morstad

ow available in a new, jacketed, large-format

special edition! On a dark winter’s morning
a little girl has to trudge a mile to catch the school
bus. Will she be able to sing her way through the
shadows? Lilting rhyming text by Caroline Woodward
and stunning paintings by multiple award-winning
illustrator Julie Morstad herald an era when singing
away the dark was part of a six-year-old’s rural school-

going routine.

The original edition of SingingAwqy the Dark (Simply Read
Books, 2010) was a finalist for the 2011 Marilyn Baillie
Picture Book Prize, the 2010-2011 Amelia Frances
Howard-Gibbon Illustrator’s Award, the 2011 Ruth
and Sylvia Schwartz Award (Picture Book category),
and the 2011-2012 Chocolate Lily Award (Picture Book
category). It was also a 2012 Best Books for Kids and Teens
selection by the Canadian Children’s Book Centre.

www.simplyreadbooks.com

SELECTED BACKLIST

SEAN AWESOME:

A Mi1sSION AT NIGHT
Written by Ms. Yellow
lllustrated by Mr. Wide

ISBN 9781772290325
$15.95 US | $20.95 CaN

SEAN AWESOME:

THE Doc NEXT DOOR
Written by Ms. Yellow
Illustrated by Mr. Wide
ISBN 9781772290295
$15.95 US | $20.95 CaN

Sean Awesome is scared to sleep by himself, so
he comes up with a plan to sleep in mommy’s
room instead. His mission at night begins... A
tablecloth becomes an invisibility cloak, while
sunglasses and a moustache transform Sean
into a secret agent. An empowering journey of
finding courage through fun and creativity!

Next up in the Sean Awesome series, a new dog
moves in next door. Sean is determined to
make friends with the dog, but this new neigh-
bour doesn’t seem very friendly. Through a
fun, accessible story, children will learn the
importance of getting to know people and un-
derstanding that not everyone is the same.

SEARCHING FOR SLEEP
Written by Pierrette Dubé
Illustrated by Genevieve Godbout
ISBN 9781772290219
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

My BEST FRIEND
Written by Gilles Tibo
Illustrated by Janice Nadeau
ISBN 9781772290295
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

A mysterious shadow walks the corridors. It
goes from room to room, and sometimes leaves
with someone in its arms, taking them to the
land of dreams. Until one day a patient at the
hospital speaks to the shadow, offering it a
drink of water. So begins a great friendship be-
tween an unlikely pair: a little boy, and Death.

A little bear cub is sure that sleep must be hid-
ing from him. He searches under his sibling’s
beds, but doesn’t find it there. It isn’t flattened
under the rug, or hidden under the sheets
either. Where could it be? Searching for Sleep was
published in the original french as Ou s'est caché
le sommeil? (Editions Les 400 coups, 2012).

www.simplyreadbooks.com 15



SELECTED BACKLIST

DRAGONS LOVE ART
Written & Illustrated by Stephen Parlato
ISBN 9781772290417
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

SHOOTING STAR RIDER
Written by Nayoung Jin

Illustrated by Geneviéve Coté
ISBN 9781772290202
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

It should come as no great surprise that Drag-
ons Love Art. After all, art is where Dragons
first got their start. With dragons as a guide,
this visually compelling book offers a fresh ap-
proach to exciting and engaging the very young
with the art of the past, while inspiring them to

create a new art of their own.

“Make Granda well,” Elinor wishes. But when
she receives a postcard from a shooting star
telling her not to wait for miracles anymore,
Elinor sets out to change the shooting stars’
minds, embarking on an adventure that leads

her to the far reaches of outer space.

WHAT SHALL WE DO?
Written & Illustrated by Sua Hyeon
ISBN 9781927018873
$15.95 US | $20.95 CaN

THUMBELINA
A Hans Christian Andersen story,
retold by Elizabeth James
Illustrated by Kelly Vivanco
ISBN 9781927018736
$17.95 US | $22.95 Can

The bears have a problem. Their cub won't...
You know...Fart!

What if his belly swells up with gas? Will he
float away? Will he explode!? Find out in this
hilarious book in which parents watch their

ever-worsening worries become real.

Thumbelina is as pretty and delicate as the
flower she was born in, and no bigger than her
mother’s thumb. She grows older, but no taller

in their happy home until she awakens one
morning to a terrible surprise: an ugly mother
toad has kidnapped her and wants Thumbelina

to marry her even more awful toad son.

16 www.simplyreadbooks.com

Little mouse Mo wants to play. But big bear
Beau is tired, and getting ready for sleep.
Luckily Mo finds the perfect way to have fun:

by copying Beau! Stretching, yawning, bristling

his fur—Mo copies it all, until he too is ready
for a nap. Meet these two adorable characters

in this perfect bedtime book.

Mo AND BEAU
Written & Illustrated by Vanya Nastanlieva
ISBN 9781927018637
$15.95 US | $17.95 Can

WHEN I Was

A DINOSAUR
Written & Illustrated by Tatsuhide Matsuoka
ISBN 9781927018880
$16.95 US | $21.95 Can

SELECTED BACKLIST

When a little boy gets a dinosaur costume for
his birthday, it opens up a whole world of
imagination. An amazing, prehistoric world,
full of friendly Iguanadons and dangerous

Tyrannosauruses, and most of all—adventure.

THE STORYBOOK

PRrRINCE
Written & Illustrated by Doug Keith
ISBN 9781927018750
$17.95 US | $22.95 CaN

WHERE THE HEART IS
Written & Illustrated by Satoe Tone
ISBN 781772290066
$15.95 US | $20.95 CaN

A young prince loves to read storybooks and
share them with the many friends that come to
visit him at the castle. The dragon loves stories
about witches, and the witch loves stories about
trolls. But what story is the prince’s favorite?
Die-cuts throughout this book let readers peek

into each tale the prince reads to his friends.

On an evening walk along the banks of a lake,
two cats spot mysterious lights shining in the
water. The black cat wants to gift one of those
lights to the white cat, but can’t seem to grasp
them! Can the white cat help to show him that
the perfect gift isn’t important, when his efforts
have already captured her heart?

www.simplyreadbooks.com 17




RECENT PAPERBACKS

BELOVED HARDBACKS FROM SIMPLY READ BOOKS,
NOW AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK FORMAT:

NEW ARRIVAL
Written & Illustrated by
Vanya Nastanlieva
ISBN 9781772290097
$8.99 US | $11.99 CaN

ELrA’s UMBRELLAS
Written by Jennifer Llloyd
Illustrated by Ashley Spires

ISBN 9781772290103
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can

THE WORLD THAT

Lovep Books
Written & Illustrated by
Stephen Parlato
ISBN 9781772290127
$8.99 US | $11.99 CaN

LLOOKING FOR

Loons
Written by Jennifer Lloyd
Illustrated by Kirsti Anne Wakelin
ISBN 9781772290158
$8.99 US | $11.99 CanN

PICTURE BOOKS (e

‘WHEN You

WERE SMALL
Written by Sara O’Leary
Illustrated by Julie Morstad
ISBN 9781772290080
$8.99 US | $11.99 CanN

Wazzyjump
Written & Illustrated by
Michael Moniz
ISBN 9781772290172
$8.99 US | $11.99 Cax

www.simplyreadbooks.com

RED SHOES
Written by Eleri Glass
Illustrated by Ashley Spires
ISBN 9781927018859
$8.99 US | $11.99 CaN

GULF ISLANDS

ALPHABET
Written by Bronwyn Preece
Illustrated by Alex Walton

ISBN 9781772290110
$8.99 US | $11.99 Can
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